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Egg Markets       Week of December 7, 2020 

 

TONE:  Retail demand mixed.  Supplies long.  Market weak. 

 

The regional egg markets are as follows:  

  

       Northeast       Midwest         Central           Southeast 

Lg         $1.03               $0.99               $1.10               $1.09     

Md       $0.91               $0.86               $0.91               $0.92 

 

Source: Esbenshade, Inc. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Egg Markets Overview  

The weekly Egg Markets Overview is now available on our website and may  
be accessed by clicking on the link or graphic below.   

 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Egg%20Markets%20Overview.pdf 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Egg%20Markets%20Overview.pdf


Source: USDA AMS Agricultural Analytics Division                                                 Egg Markets Overview 
 

 

   
 
 

 
 

Wholesale prices for cartoned shell eggs moved downward through the week in the 
immediate post-Thanksgiving demand period.  Offerings and supplies are moderate to 
heavy and interest is tempered.  Trading is slow to moderate as marketers gear up to 
ensure sufficient supplies for the start of the December baking season.  Prices on the loose 
egg market declined through the week as supplies are more than adequate for current 
need and offerings are more than sufficient for reduced need.  Marketers have sufficient 
supplies to cover their current needs but are focused on the start of the December “cookie” 
season and associated demand for shell eggs. Trading is slow to moderate. Prices for 
national trading of trucklot quantities of graded, loose, White Large shell eggs decreased 
11% (from $0.609 to $0.543 per dozen) with a lower undertone.  The wholesale price on 
the New York market for Large cartoned shell eggs delivered to retailers declined 13% 
(from $1.10 to $0.96 per dozen) with a weak undertone. The Midwest wholesale price for 
Large, white, shell eggs delivered to warehouses declined 8% (from  $1.02 to $0.94 per 
dozen) with a weak undertone into next week.  Prices paid to producers in the Midwest 
for Large shell eggs declined 15% (from $0.75 to $0.64 per dozen) with a lower undertone.  
The California benchmark for Large shell eggs was down 5% (from $1.76 to $1.68 per 
dozen) with a lower undertone into next week.  Delivered prices on the California 
wholesale loose egg market declined 21% (from $1.129 to $0.893 per dozen) with a lower 
undertone.  
 
Consumer demand for cartoned shell eggs softened as the holiday passed and 
supermarket promotions faded.  But retail marketers wasted little time in gearing up for 
the start of the December demand season, unleashing a significant pace of shell egg 
promotional activity across the nation.  While much of the initial feature activity is focused 
on cage-free and organic offerings, the pace of featuring of caged eggs is on the rise as 
recent wholesale price declines are translated into attractive sale prices. Demand is 
expected to carry throughout the December holiday cookie baking season.  As with 
Thanksgiving, smaller holiday family gatherings are expected to be the norm this year, 
increasing demand for shell eggs per household, and with a more home-based consumer 
focus in light of COVID-19 and traditional flu season concerns.  This is expected to 
continue to drive more traditional, in-home activities with holiday baking being a likely 
beneficiary.     
 
Supermarket feature activity for conventional shell eggs rises as the December cookie 
demand season is underway.  But shoppes are not likely to find much in the way of price 
incentives as the average ad price jumps 34% (from $0.93 to $1.25 per dozen).  Featuring 
of specialty types rises to its most active pace since January with cage-free and 
nutritionally-enhanced offerings sharing equal billing. Feature activity for UEP-defined 
cage-free shell eggs increases from last week’s pace and accounts for 34% of all shell egg 
types on feature.  The average ad price rises 22% (from $2.10 to $2.55 per dozen), and the 
caged/cage-free price spread for 12-packs of Large widens to $1.30 per dozen ($0.13 or 
12%).  

Egg Markets Overview  

 A weekly publication of the USDA AMS Livestock and Poultry Program, Agricultural Analytics Division                       December 04, 2020 
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Source: USDA AMS Agricultural Analytics Division                                                 Egg Markets Overview 
 

 The overall inventory of shell eggs increased 6%, the nation-wide inventory of Large eggs 
gained 4%, and stocks of Large eggs in the key Midwest production region grew by less 
than 2%.  These increases reflect the gradual rebuilding of egg stocks following the 
clearing of eggs into of eggs into marketing channels over the past week to support brisk 
retail holiday promotional activity for the peak Thanksgiving demand period. The 
inventory share of Large class shell eggs is down a percent to a 48% share of all shell egg 
stocks on inventory at the start of the week.  Stocks of cage-free eggs dropped 13% 
following two weeks of active retail feature activity across the country.  Breaking stock 
inventories gained 10% as breakers took advantage of increased availability of stock on 
the open market as carton business fades into the post-holiday period.  Total table egg 
production for the week was unchanged from last week and remains 3% behind last year’s 
pace of production or about 5.1 million fewer dozen eggs for the week.   
 
The wholesale price for breaking stock in the Central States declined steadily through the 
week, falling 25% (from $0.65 to $0.49 per dozen) with continued downward pressure. 
Much of this downward pressure was due to a flood of eggs onto the spot market made 
available by the declining carton business in the post-Thanksgiving period.  Supplies are 
moderate to heavy and more than sufficient to maintain full schedules.  The pace of 
trading is moderate.  The volume of eggs processed over the past holiday-disrupted week 
decreased 7% to just under 27% of weekly table egg production. Production of whole 
liquid eggs declined 10% while production of whites was down 4%.  Yolk production was 
down 3% while dried egg production increased 15%.  Production of inedible egg was 
down 10%.   
 
Wholesale prices for whole certified liquid whole eggs are too few to report.  Offerings are 
moderate for light to moderate demand and slow to moderate trading.  The wholesale 
price for frozen whole egg products decreased 5% (from $0.93 to $0.88 per pound) while 
the price for liquid whites was steady at $0.80 per pound.  The undertone is weak to lower 
on light to moderate offerings and light stocks. Trading is moderate to active on mostly 
moderate demand.  Wholesale prices for dried eggs are weak to lower with whole dried 
egg down 2% (from $3.15 to $3.10 per pound) and dried yolk unchanged at $2.35 per 
pound and dried albumen at $5.00 per pound). The undertone is steady on light to 
moderate offerings and light to moderate supplies.  Demand is mostly good and trading 
is moderate to active. 
 
According to NASS, the October monthly volume of frozen eggs in storage declined 8% 
from September, 4% over 2019.  Stocks of whole frozen egg decreased 12% from last 
month and were 8% under year ago levels.  The share of whole egg stocks declined to 
45% of total frozen stocks.  Stocks of frozen yolk declined 13% and were 24% under the 
level of a year ago. Stocks of frozen egg whites declined 21%, 18% over the level of 
October 2019.  Stocks of ungraded eggs were unchanged but were 17% over 2019 levels. 
Despite no change, ungraded stocks accounted for 46% of all egg stocks in cold storage.  
 
Cage-free commitments as of November 24 were unchanged, requiring 63.5 billion cage-
free eggs per year to meet 100% of needs from an approximate cage-free flock of 209 
million hens (65% of the U.S. non-organic flock), indicating a shortage of 139 million hens 
from the current non-organic cage-free flock of 70.0 million hens.  The lay rate for non-
organic cage-free production is currently estimated at 83.2%.
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Weekly Market Highlights 

• Futures took a breather on a lack of Chinese buying activity. Markets are poised to trade sideways until more 

clarity with South American weather. 

• After touching $12.00/bushel, soybeans have fallen back nearly $.50/bushel from highs but appear to be finding 

support at the $11.50/bushel level. 

• All grains will follow soybeans if they can again breakout near the $12.00/bushel level.   

• Cash markets continue to be steady and stronger for retail flour protein levels. 
 

Facts on Flour 
Soft White Wheat     

   Soft White Wheat is primarily grown in the Pacific Northwest. It is also grown in areas scattered throughout 

Montana. Soft wheat flour is used in cakes, crackers, cookies, pastries, quick breads, muffins, and snack foods. The 

bulk of this wheat class is exported for use in flat breads, noodles, and sponge cake. 
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Produce Market Update 
“Produce from the Ground Up”   

For the week of December 06th   2020    

Fresh  Broccoli  Salad 

 
 
Ingredients 
3/4 cup light Mayo dressing                    6 slices bacon cooked & crumbled                                                                     
2 tbsp distilled white vinegar                      ½ cup chopped Red Onion 
2 tbsp Sugar                   
6 cups small broccoli florets                      
 
Instructions: 
Mix first 3 ingredients (on left hand side)  together 
Combine remaining ingredients in a large bowl 
Add dressing mixture and mix lightly 
Refrigerate 1 hour prior to serving  
 
Source: My food and family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WEATHER – The good news here, weather is mild both in the desert and out east.   
 
AVOCADO -- Market is steady and demand is good. Current size structure peaking on 
60’s.Strong harvest out of Mexico with plenty of opportunities on volume deals. 
 
ASPARAGUS -- Plenty of supplies coming out of Mexico and Peru is keeping the 
Asparagus market aggressive. 
 
BROCOLLI -- Good supply for current demand and the quality has also improved.   
 
BRUSSEL SPROUTS --  Sprouts should be plentiful for the coming week and quality is 
outstanding. Supplies are sufficient for promotion; Don Hughes, it is your time !  Great 
for roasting, sautéing, or shredded in salads! 
 
CARROTS -- Quality is good. Availability on snack pack carrots is light due to demand 
from schools but supply on Jumbo and Cello are good. 
 
CAULIFLOWER --  Supplies are expected to be very good this week. I took off the alert 
as it is at normal levels again. 
 
CELERY -- Business is fair with the Thanksgiving pull behind us. Good supplies are 
available in the industry. Quality is good and the market is lower this week. 
 
GREEN ONIONS -- Demand will be off this week due to Thanksgiving. We are seeing 
good supplies and excellent quality. The market should remain steady to slightly lower.   
 
HERITAGE BLEND -- Great for salads, sandwiches, center of the plate bed for a 
protein.   
 
 KALE --  supplies are expected to be plentiful for the next few weeks. Now is a good 
opportunity for promoting product. 
 
LETTUCE -- The Yuma growing area is starting to wind down and the Imperial Valley is 
getting ready to start. We have already started to have a few issues with ice delays and labor 
continues to be a daily issue. Supplies are projected to be steady to slightly lower than 
budget. Defects are minimal and are being trimmed off easily. The market is starting to adjust 
post-holiday. It seems like there is a slight downward trend going into the weekend. 
 
LEAF LETTUCE / ROMAINE -- Desert Green Leaf production volumes are currently on 
budget for the region. Weights are improving while overall quality is excellent, except for 
some occasional wind burn. Demand has leveled off a bit post-holiday.  Romaine production 
supplies in the desert are better this week than what we have been experiencing. Demand 
has tapered off a bit post-holiday.  
 
PARSLEY -- There are limited supplies, we are expecting light volume until transition. 
 
PEPPERS/CUCUMBERS/SQUASH --     
Peppers --. Overall demand has been good, and volume will be improving in the west with 
production available out of Coachella. Supply is expected to be hit and miss out of Florida for 
the next week as fields dry out and damages are assessed. 
 



 
Cucumbers --  Mexico is turning in good numbers with good quality and competitive 
pricing.   
 
Zucchini & Yellow -- Good supplies on zucchini and good quality. Seeing a little more 
production on yellow squash coming in, however markets have not yet reacted. 

ONIONS -- We have fantastic quality coming out of both Eastern Oregon and Washington. 
The market hasn’t changed. Pricing is still the same and hasn’t changed for quite a while, so 
not much to comment on there. The other thing that hasn’t changed is this horrible freight 
situation, and it will be this way through the holidays. Basically, we all just have to look for 
trucks and load ‘em when we can get them.  

POTATOES -- Shippers continue to pack exclusively out of storage, and all potatoes 
shipping from this point on should have completed the ‘sweat’ process of curing down. 
Reports are showing a larger size profile in the Norkotah variety, which is typically indicative 
of good yields; however, there are still plenty of factors that can alter the overall supply 
situation significantly, we will keep you posted.  
 
SWEET POTATOES -- Very plentiful and two separate growers have told me they will 
have enough product to go all the way through, with even some carry over.   
 
RADISHES -- Markets are firming up due to heavy precipitation and wind damage to 
fields.  
 
SPINACH -- Color, texture and supply are great. Improvement on light texture from rapid 
growth.   
 
SPRING MIX -- Really  nice on most varieties – color will be a little heavier to the greens.  
 
TOMATOES --  
Rounds:  The round market continues to slightly decrease each week. Product coming from 
Mexico and Florida has increased. The larger-sized fruit remains on the shorter side. It’s not 
enough to call it a “shortage,” but it does yield a higher market. The fruit from Florida is now much 
better in quality as all the damaged fruit is gone. Overall, demand was lower coming out of the 
holiday week but seems to be picking up. Quality is fair-to-good. 
 
Cherry: The cherry market in the East is steady. Western buyers are bringing  
cherries out West because it is cheaper. This will force the western cherry  
quotes down in the next couple of days. The product we are seeing out of  
Florida is very good. 
 
Grape: Grapes are currently coming from three regions: Florida, Mexico, and Baja-Mexico. The 
markets are slightly different for each area, but still close in range. The demand is picking up this 
week and the market is moving up. Quality is good overall.  
 
Roma: As the old saying goes … what goes up, must come down, and so it did.  The Roma 
market came crashing down last week after extremely high prices the week prior. This week, the 
market is starting to climb again. There are still deals on heavy color or lower-quality product, so 
the cheaper quotes will likely reflect that. High-quality product may be a few dollars higher. The 
production areas at this time include Florida, Mexico and Baja-Mexico.   
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Second annual Washington Apple APPLES / PEARS -- 
Week to span nineteen countries 
Before we get into our feature story on apples, here are some fun facts: 
Did you know 25% of an apples volume is air?  That is why it floats … and now you know. 
OK, one more, after all it is our Thanksgiving edition.  Washington Apple growers produce 6 
out of every 10 apples consumed in the United States. 
The Washington Apple Commission announced that Nov. 28 through Dec. 6th will be the 
second annual celebration of Washington Apple Week. The global event will span nineteen 
countries and feature activities to connect consumers with the source of their food through 
education as well as build excitement for the arrival of the new season Washington 
apples. The 1,260 apple growers in the state produce eight core varieties: Gala, Red 
Delicious, Fuji, Honeycrisp, Granny Smith, Cripps Pink, Golden Delicious and Cosmic 
Crisp®. Washington state is the leading producer of fresh apples in the U.S., growing 65% of 
the nation’s apples annually and exporting to over 60 international markets.  

 
CITRUS --            
Lemons:  Supplies and quality are both good.  
 
Oranges:  Navel supplies are looking good on 88’s and smaller. 72’s and larger is holding 
firm on markets due to retail pull. Quality is still looking really nice. 
 
Limes:  Supplies are slowly improving. Markets are slightly backing off.  
 
GRAPES -- Green seedless market is starting to advance as many shippers are finishing 
harvest for the season. Red Still plenty of domestic wide range in quality and price. Market 
up slightly. Imports should start next week. 
 
KIWI -- California Kiwi has started, fruit is hard and well-shaped all sizes available. 
 
MELONS --                  
Cantaloupe -- Currently, the industry is seeing a stronger market on offshore arrivals. 
Quality will be hit-and-miss due to recent storms that devastated Central America. We do 
anticipate a shortage of fruit in the coming weeks. Honduras will provide some relief come 
January when production is expected to ramp up. We anticipate a strong market for the 
month of December and limited availability   
 
Honey Dew -- Offshore arrivals have hit the US in a light way. Current size structure 
peaking on 5s/J5s. Smaller sized fruit is very limited, but we do have options. Quality will be 
hit and miss for the month of December due to recent storms. Look for the honeydew market 
to strengthen going into the weekend. 
 
STRAWBERRIES -- We expect volumes to decrease starting next week due to cold 
temperatures expected throughout California. Central Mexico is ramping up, but their volume 
is not enough to offset shortages out of California. 
 

 



 

 
Watermelon --   Granita with Minty Basil Soda Mocktail 

                                          Indulgent without the guilt, this frozen mocktail is a refreshing way  
                      to cool off! The granita on its own is bit tart, so make sure to add  
                   the minty basil syrup.  
 

Ingredients 
      4 cube Watermelon  
                            ¼ cup Fresh Lime Juice  
                             Preferred Flavored Soda Water, Chilled  
            Mint & Basil Leaf for Garnish  
 
FOR THE MINTY BASIL SYRUP: 

½ Cup Mint Leaves              ½ Cup Basil Leaves  
1 Cup Water                         ½ Cup Honey  
 
Instructions: 
 

1. Combine he watermelon and lime juice in a food processor and pulse until just combined. 

              2.   Pour the watermelon mixture through a strainer over a 9x13 inch freezer 
           safe baking dish.         

           3.    Transfer the dish to the freezer and let the mixture chill for about 30 minutes. 
 

4.    Break up the watermelon with a fork and return to freezer.  Repeat the   process 3 – 4 times 
until Granita is frozen.   
 
5.  Meanwhile, make the minty basil syrup by combining the mint, basil, water, and honey in a 

saucepan.  Bring to a low simmer and cook for about 10 minutes, stirring until the honey is 
dissolved.   
 
6.  Remove from the heat and let cool completely. Strain into a glass jar 
 
7.  To assemble the mocktail, scoop the granita into 4 glasses. Drizzle with 2 or 3      tablespoons of 
the syrup, then top with the chilled soda water. Garnish with additional basil and mint leaves. Serve 
with a small spoon or straw. 

 
      

Ron Orr 
Produce Peddler 
Pro Mark 
[573] 680 – 1066 
 
ronorr@promarkproduce.com 



 

 

 

This bulletin is based on sources which we believe to be reliable; however, we do not guarantee the accuracy of the information presented.  Any opinions or recommendations expressed are based upon 
information available to us and upon our general experience and judgment of the commodities markets.  This report is not a recommendation to buy or sell a commodity. 

Correspondence: Oil Trading – 40 Pointe Drive, Brea, CA  92821     Phone: (800) 421 6258 

 

VVEENNTTUURRAA  NNEEWWSS  &&  VVIIEEWWSS 

December 4th, 2020 

• CBOT Factors:  

After a pull-back 
in Chicago board 
earlier this 
week, the bulls 
are back with 
January soybean 
oil futures 
closing today 
almost in line 
with the end of 
last week.  
Technical buying 
followed the 
strong overnight 
palm market.   

• Soy Factors:  

NASS Crush 
came in near expectations at 179.6m bushels.  Average guess was 180.4m bu. Oil stocks came in at 2.447b vs average estimates 
of 2.372b lbs.  No soybean export sales to China have been reported since November 9th.  Thoughts are that they have 
purchased enough to get themselves nearer to South American harvest with only fill-in business left in the interim. South 
American weather will be the focal point over the next few months.  The planting season was relatively dry and we really have 
not seen extensive rains to mitigate that situation.  

• Canola Factors: 
StatsCan released production numbers on December 3rd showing a reduction to 18.7m mt of canola seed.  That is in contrast to 
the lowest estimate of 18.8. The last four years of production in Canada have seen a decline: 21.5m for 2017, 20.7m for 2018, 
19.6m for 2019, and 18.7m for 2020.  Wheat, oats, and barley have been the biggest gainers of acres.  The export canola oil 
demand pace is still incredibly strong and trading at a premium to RBD domestic values. 

• Palm Factors: 
Oil world estimated Indonesia’s 2021 palm oil production will be 45.8m mt while Malaysia will be 19.8m mt. Dorab Mistry 
projected that 2021 Indonesian production will be 50m and Malaysian will be 20m.  Dorab is projecting palm oil as high as 600-
700 ringgit particularly in the January/March period due to Malaysia’s duty-free palm exports.  Inversely, he was also projecting 
a swift decline in prices by July and August of 2021.  

  

Commodities This Week Last Week Last Year Yr Change
CBOT Soybean oil  (¢/lb) Dec 38.41          38.81           31.22          23%
Soybean oil  as % of crush value 33.25% 32.78% 34.28% -3%
CBOT Soybean meal ($/ton) Dec 385.50        398.00         299.30        29%
CBOT Soybeans  ($/bu) Jan 11.6300      11.9325       8.8950        31%
CBOT Soybean crush margin (¢/bu) 107.61        109.26         112.38        -4%
Canola oil - RBD, West Coast (¢/lb) 54.91          55.31           39.72          38%
Corn oil - RBD, Midwest (¢/lb) 81.50          81.50           42.00          94%
Peanut oil - Crude, Southeast (¢/lb) 84.00          84.00           65.00          29%
Cottonseed oil - PBSY,  MS Valley (¢/lb) 59.41          58.81           38.72          53%
CME Butter - AA Grade (¢/lb) 146.50        146.35         200.25        -27%
Coconut oil - Crude CIF US Gulf (¢/lb) 69.00          69.75           47.75          45%
Lard - Edible, Chicago, IL (¢/lb) 41.00          39.00           31.00          32%
Palm oil - RBD,  CIF US Gulf(¢/lb) 46.00          45.00           36.50          26%

 

 
 

 



Weekly Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market Highlights

Nat'l Purchased Carc Wtd Avg Price - Barrows & Gilts ($/cwt) 57.55 -2.1% 35.5%
Pork Carcass Cutout FOB Plant ($/cwt) 78.42 -0.7% -4.4%
Segregated Early Weaned (SEW) Feeder Pigs ($/head) 40.88 8.3% 20.7%
Iowa/So. Minn Avg Weight Barrows & Gilts (lbs) 288.7 -0.1% 0.6%
Est. Hog Slaughter 2,350,000 -13.3% 1.2%
YTD Est. Hog Slaughter 118,778,000 N/A 0.8%
Est. Pork Production (mil lbs) 512.7 -13.0% 2.9%
YTD Est. Pork Production (mil lbs) 25,520.7 N/A 1.8%

Live Wtd Avg Steer Price, 5 Area FOB ($/cwt) 110.27 0.6% -6.7%
Dressed Wtd Avg Steer Price, 5 Area Del ($/cwt) 173.37 1.0% -7.2%
Boxed Beef Cutout, Choice ($/cwt) 243.45 3.8% 4.8%
Boxed Beef Cutout, Select ($/cwt) 219.70 2.8% 4.0%
Boxed Beef, Choice/Select Spread ($/cwt) 23.75 3.00 2.69
By-Product Drop Value, Steer ($/cwt live) 8.45 -1.7% -7.4%
CME Feeder Cattle Index ($/cwt) 136.90 0.1% -5.2%
Texas Avg Live Weight Slaughter Cattle (lbs) N/A N/A N/A
Texas Percent Slaughter Heifers N/A N/A N/A
Est. Cattle Slaughter 564,000 -15.2% 1.6%
YTD Est. Cattle Slaughter 29,293,000 N/A -3.5%
Est. Beef Production (mil lbs) 473.9 -15.2% 2.2%
YTD Est. Beef Production (mil lbs) 24,343.0 N/A -0.9%

Slaughter Lamb, Comprehensive, Carc. Wtd Avg Price ($/cwt) 167.29 -0.2% -43.0%
Lamb Carcass Cutout ($/cwt) 402.05 -1.0% 14.1%
Est. Sheep Slaughter 24,000 -33.3% -27.3%
YTD Est. Sheep Slaughter 1,709,000 N/A -7.4%
Est. Lamb Production (mil lbs) 1.5 -31.8% -28.6%
YTD Est. Lamb Production (mil lbs) 111.4 N/A -9.1%
Veal Carcass Wtd Avg Packer & Non-Packer Owned ($/cwt) 291.28 -0.1% -4.9%

LSWLPGMrktHighlight

November 30, 2020
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Change From          

Past Week
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Past Year

Source:  USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News Portal
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Weekly Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market Highlights

Central Illinois Avg Corn Price ($/bu) 4.1050 -0.7% 14.7%
Central Illinois Avg Soybean Price ($/bu) 11.7300 0.5% 35.9%
Central Illinois 48% Soybean Meal, Rail ($/ton) 394.90 0.6% 33.5%
Hard Red Winter Wheat Truck to Kansas City ($/bu) 5.6875 -1.1% 32.5%
Dark Northern Spring Wheat, 14%, MN, Rail ($/bu) 6.9600 2.1% N/A
Soft White Wheat Portland ($/bu) 6.2500 0.8% 5.9%
Sorghum, Kansas City, Truck ($/cwt) 9.3875 1.1% 55.7%

Nat'l Delivered Whole Body Price (cents/lb) 83.83 4.7% 5.4%
Est. Young Chicken Slaughter - Current Week (000's) 132,771 -19.1% N/A
Actual Slaughter of Young Chickens (000's) 163,084 -2.2% -1.1%
YTD Actual Slaughter of Young Chickens (000's) 7,750,016 N/A -0.8%
Actual RTC Pounds of Young Chickens (000's) 783,325 -2.7% -0.9%
YTD RTC Pounds of Young Chickens (000's) 37,188,496 N/A 0.7%

Nat'l FOB Frozen 8-16 lb. Hens,Wtd Avg Prices, cents/lb 110.33 4.0% 11.9%
Actual Slaughter of Turkeys (000's) 4,509 -7.8% 1.6%
YTD Actual Slaughter of Turkeys (000's) 191,902 N/A -2.1%
Actual RTC Pounds of Turkeys (000's) 109,434 0.8% -4.2%
YTD RTC Pounds of Turkeys (000's) 4,894,080 N/A -3.3%

Combined Regional Large Eggs (cents/dozen) 109.87 0.0% -31.3%
National Shell Egg Inventory (30 doz. Cases/000,s) 1524.1 5.8% N/A
Shell Egg Demand Indicator (SEDI) 9.70 -2.80 3.50
Central States Breaking Stock Av. Price (cents/dozen) 57.00 -14.3% -26.0%
National Breaking Stock Inventory (30 doz. Cases/000's) 341.3 10.3% N/A
Eggs Broken Under Federal Inspection (30 doz cases) 1,505,525 2.0% -3.0%
YTD Eggs Broken Under Federal Inspection (30 doz cases) 67,327,295 N/A -10.3%

LSWLPGMrktHighlight
Source:  USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News Portal

November 30, 2020
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Market Update — November 27
th

, 2020 

Spot resin trading activity was mixed, with better than expected PE demand becoming more notable than the continued 
lack of PP supplies. Export buyers raised their bids which helped to clean up the lower side of the Houston pricing spec-
trum, but not enough to move the needle on our benchmark prices, which held steady across the board. Our completed 

volumes in November did not impress and with just a day to go will tally amongst the lowest of 2020. The slack results 
were not for a lack of hustle, but rather a challenging sourcing environment and a plethora of mismatched opportunities. 
Overall Prime resin availability remained low throughout the month, and while PP buyers generally paid up to get materials 
in need, PE buyers were more reticent, as they have been holding out for a significant price break that has simply not 
developed. PE contracts rolled flat in Nov and producers will give their outstanding nickel a third shot in Dec. PP contracts  
will rise at least $.02/lb along with PGP monomer, but will likely see another $.03-.04/lb stick as producers have been 
rightfully pushing for margin expansion. Very hot demand from Asia, which seems to be accelerating, could help keep the 
supply / demand dynamic very tight as upstream inventories try to recover from the storm related production disruptions. 
This could make the difference between Santa and Scrooge when it comes to traditional December holiday deals.  

 
The Spot Polyethylene market was pleasantly busy for a Thanksgiving Holiday week that many expected to be very quiet. 
Our trading desk was busy working transactions from many different types of buyers and we generated completed vol-
umes that reached the higher side of average. There was good demand spread across the full slate of PE commodity 
resins that we make markets and also maintain inventory for added spot liquidity. Harder to find resins like LLDPE Injec-
tion did show, albeit in limited quantities, and were quickly scooped up. Also notable was a surge in demand from buyers 
shipping to Asia, who were very aggressive in lifting almost all that we could offer for LDPE film grades. Our spot prices 
held firm and settled flat across the board offering zero discounts for Black Friday. Many processors have been banking 

on major price relief in order to refill their coffers, and while some small discounts have come through, it has not been 
enough to excite restock demand. Producers did roll their $.05/lb November contract increase efforts to December, but 
after enduring $.19/lb of increases since June, that is hardly a big win for buyers. Traditionally, deeply discounted deals 
can be found in December, and we do expect to see some good buying opportunities ahead; however, if export demand 
continues to heat up, there might be relatively few special holiday deals to be had. If you need material, and good offers 
show in the first half of Dec, we suggest buying them rather than waiting for that extraordinary deal which might not actu-
ally arrive. 
 

Polypropylene trading was fine for a holiday interrupted week; sourcing remained difficult as supplies remain categorically 
tight and prices ended flat with a firm undertone. Offgrade railcars continued to come and go, but there were few Prime 
cars to be found. Good pockets of Prime packaged HoPP and some CoPP were found in Houston, some of the material 
sold, and then asking prices for remaining lots were raised a couple cents anticipating higher replacement costs come 
December. Low and mid-melt materials generated the majority of our completed volumes, high flow resins saw better 
demand than supply and commanded strong premiums when offered. November PP contracts have not fully settled, but 
will begin with a 2-cent cost-push bump and should ultimately realize even more. We felt at least $.03/lb of a margin in-
crease was already earned in October, as spot prices had soared, but it was not awarded then. Producers have nomi-
nated an additional $.04/lb for good measure for Dec, so perhaps some will finally implement in Nov allowing contracts to 

play catch up to already premium spot prices. PP Imports continued to flow in during the month, but fresh Dec offers have 
been minimal. South American buyers have been seeking US PP material as more Asian resin remained close to home. 
There seems to be more upside to PP prices ahead, but advise some caution as levels for some materials such as PP 
Random Clarified reach dizzying heights. 
 
Monomer trading activity was typical leading into the holiday, completed volumes were below average and prices edged 
slightly higher. There were very few outright Ethylene deals to be done, though participants did swap Dec material be-
tween Louisiana and Texas on Monday. Sporadic bids and offers sprinkled into the market and a few more calendar and 

location swaps were completed on Wednesday, spot Nov Ethylene then changed hands fractionally higher and ended the 
week just above $.23/lb. The forward curve flattened a tad but remained in backwardation. Propylene activity was com-
paratively busy, but still rather tame. On Monday, traders completed a deal for spot Nov PGP at $.38/lb and a couple 
deals were finalized for future settlement during both the 1st and 2nd quarters of 2021. Buyers and sellers continued to test 
the market, but additional notable deals did not emerge. Spot Nov PGP settled Friday just above $.37/lb, reflecting the 
lower prices early in Nov for this monthly average. As a reminder, Nov PGP contracts settled up $.02/lb to $.385/lb. De-
cember PGP is already priced at $.395/lb, so we expect additional upward pricing pressure for Dec contracts. 
 

The major energy markets were strong as November drew towards a close. WTI Crude Oil prices continued to climb, 

reaching $46.26/bbl, the highest level since March, before easing back on Friday to settle at $45.53/bbl, up more than $3/
bbl for the week. What a reversal it has been, the Jan futures contract is up 34% since reaching its Nov low of $34.04/bbl. 
Brent Oil rolled to Feb and also rose more than 7% before ending the week at $48.25/bbl. Nat Gas futures moved in stark 
contrast to Oil during November, the Jan futures contract began the month at $3.50/mmBtu and tumbled to a low of $2.65/
mmBtu on Nov 19, before beginning its recovery. Nat Gas briefly peered above $3/mmBtu on Wednesday but could not 
hold on to its strong gains, the Jan contract went into the weekend at $2.843/mmBtu, still with a net gain of $.073/mmBtu. 
Ethane was about flat at $.20/gal ($.085/lb). Propane gained an impressive $.052/gal to finish at $.568/gal ($.161/lb), a 
high price not seen since May 2019 and amazingly, 3 times the low of $.18/gal reached this March. 

  Michael Greenberg 

  312.202.0002 

  @ResinGuru 

bringing the market to you 

Copyright © 2020 The Plastics Exchange, LLC | Patent Protected | All Rights Reserved. 

Resin for Sale 11,064,444 lbs

Resin Total lbs Low High Bid Offer

LLDPE - Film 2,154,128          0.460$   0.545$   0.440$    0.480$   

HDPE - Inj 1,719,944          0.470$   0.530$   0.460$    0.500$   

LDPE - Film 1,604,576          0.530$   0.630$   0.560$    0.600$   

HDPE - Blow 1,542,196          0.480$   0.550$   0.490$    0.530$   

PP Copo - Inj 1,053,472          0.680$   0.780$   0.650$    0.690$   

PP Homo - Inj 1,006,736          0.590$   0.670$   0.600$    0.640$   

LLDPE - Inj 821,828             0.580$   0.670$   0.590$    0.630$   

HMWPE - Film 617,288             0.470$   0.530$   0.470$    0.510$   

LDPE - Inj 544,276             0.520$   0.600$   0.550$    0.590$   

TPE IndexSpot Range

HDPE Blow Molding 

1 Year 

PP Homopolymer 

1 Year 



12/04/2020

Dairy Market

BLOCK: Unchanged @ $  1.5850 0  Sales
BARRELS: Down .0200 @ $  1.4000 3  Sales
BUTTER: Up .0025 @ $  1.4800 8  Sales
NFDM Grade A: Down .0075 @ $  1.1500 9  Sales
CME Dry Whey Up .0100 @ $   .4625 2  Sales

Date Blocks Block Change Block Sales Barrels Barrel Change Barrel Sale Spread

11/30/2020 1.6600 Down .0200 2 1.4150 Down .0075 0 0.2450

12/01/2020 1.6200 Down .0400 1 1.4125 Down .0025 7 0.2075

12/02/2020 1.5775 Down .0425 2 1.4050 Down .0075 6 0.1725

12/03/2020 1.5850 Up .0075 3 1.4200 Up .0150 7 0.1650

12/04/2020 1.5850 Unchanged 0 1.4000 Down .0200 3 0.1850

Average Market: 1.6055 8 1.4105 23

Date Butter Butter Change Butter Sales Grd A Grd A Change Grd A Sales

11/30/2020 1.3625 Up .0025 11 1.1100 Up .0150 3

12/01/2020 1.4100 Up .0475 9 1.1450 Up .0350 12

12/02/2020 1.4575 Up .0475 6 1.1500 Up .0050 0

12/03/2020 1.4775 Up .0200 0 1.1575 Up .0075 1

12/04/2020 1.4800 Up .0025 8 1.1500 Down .0075 9

Average Market: 1.4375 34 1.1425 25

Date Dry Whey Dry Whey Change Dry Whey Sales

11/30/2020 0.4300 Unchanged 0

12/01/2020 0.4400 Up .0100 1

12/02/2020 0.4500 Up .0100 2

12/03/2020 0.4525 Up .0025 0

12/04/2020 0.4625 Up .0100 2

Average Market: 0.4470 5

--Year Ago--

Date Blocks Barrels Butter NFDM Grade A Dry Whey

12/02/2019 1.9325 2.2575 1.9700 1.2625 0.3550

12/03/2019 1.9475 2.2625 1.9425 1.2500 0.3550

12/04/2019 1.9750 2.2525 1.9350 1.2475 0.3675

12/05/2019 1.9725 2.2425 1.9150 1.2475 0.3675

12/06/2019 1.9700 2.2275 1.9150 1.2675 0.3675
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What you need to know 

• GDT prices were up more than expected, like-

ly driven by strong Chinese buying 
 

• Chinese imports were stronger than expected 

in October, up 33.3% from last year 
 

• US cheese prices stabilized and other US pric-

es moved higher this week 
 

• Oct. US cheese and butter production were 

weaker than forecast, -0.6% and +1.2% YoY 

Strange week, lots of mixed messages. Some were calling EU prices 

steady in euro terms, others suggested prices were a little weaker. 

Either way, they would be up in USD terms. Prices were up for all 

products at GDT despite weather conditions in New Zealand improv-

ing dramatically over the past 30 days. Chinese imports were strong-

er than expected for October, but there are signs that global import 

demand has slowed with NZ milk equivalent exports down 4.7% in 

October and AU weaker than expected (+1.1%). US cheese and 

butter production was weaker than expected for October, which is 

normally bullish, but it also means cheese and butter disappearance 

was weaker than forecast. US NFDM stocks held by manufacturers 

were heavier than expected while dry whey stocks were lighter. 

Market Summary 
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CME Class III and NZX WMP Futures Prices
(January 2021 Contracts)

CME Class III NZX WMP (RHS)Source: CME, NZX

Cheese Last (lb.) Chg. Last (MT) WMP Last (lb.) Chg. Last (MT)

CME Blocks (Wk Avg) $1.61 -$0.06 $3,546 US $1.61 $0.05 $3,549

CME Barrels (Wk Avg) $1.42 $0.01 $3,123 Dutch $1.50 $0.03 $3,318

EU Gouda $1.53 $0.04 $3,378 GDT (Avg) $1.44 $0.07 $3,182

GDT Cheddar (Avg) $1.69 $0.04 $3,734

Dry Whey

Butter Central US $0.42 $0.01 $920

CME Spot (Wk Avg) $1.43 $0.10 $3,160 EEX Index $0.41 $0.01 $896

EEX Index $1.82 $0.03 $4,021

GDT (Avg) $1.81 $0.07 $3,986 US WPC34 $0.92 $0.01 $2,034

US Lactose $0.45 -$0.02 $998

SMP/NFDM

CME Spot (Wk Avg) $1.14 $0.05 $2,519 Rennet Casein

EEX Index $1.19 $0.02 $2,618 US $3.48 $0.00 $7,672

GDT (Avg) $1.31 $0.04 $2,889
Sources: CME, USDA, EEX, GlobalDairyTrade, Dutch Dairy Board, Trigona, FRED USD/euro rate used: 1.206, +0.019

Dairy Prices (USD)
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Product Markets 

Cheese: US cheese prices seem to have stabilized on “value” buying. 

The supply side still sounds ample with plenty of discounted milk avail-

able. Cheddar cheese production was stronger than forecast in Octo-

ber, up 5.6% from last year, but mozzarella was weaker than forecast 

and down 4.8%. It looks like commercial disappearance for October 

will be down about 2.4%. If you net out government purchases the ac-

tual commercial demand was probably down closer to 4.5%. May-Oct 

domestic disappearance, excluding gov’t purchases, is down 1.9%. 
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Powders: SMP was higher at the GDT auction, and prices were a little 

higher in Europe as well. Until we see some weakness in Oceania/EU 

prices, or until the US fundamentals get overwhelmingly bearish, we 

don’t need to see much downside for US NFDM prices. US NFDM pro-

duction and stocks came in higher than forecast for October, but they 

don’t look overwhelmingly bearish...yet. US dry whey production was 

down 11.8% from last year in October while stocks were lower than 

forecast and down 14.3% from last year.  

Butter: There are very mixed messages on the US butter situation. 

There were plenty of anecdotal comments about ample cream sup-

plies, but we’ve also heard that cream sales into foodservice and retail 

are strong. Butter production for October was much weaker than ex-

pected with plenty of fat going into ice cream, sour cream and food-

service. A sharply higher CME butter price this week would argue that 

fat market is a little tighter than people feared. 
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This report is an abbreviated version of our weekly Udder Intelligence report that has been exclusively produced for Schreiber Foods customers. The StoneX Dairy Market In-

sight team is spread across the US, Europe and Asia. We produce daily, weekly and monthly reports covering the supply, demand prices of dairy products around the world. We 

work hard to help you understand, simplify and succeed. 

Understand – Global supply and demand drive dairy prices. Working across the globe, our team tracks, models and forecasts supply, demand and prices across all of the major 

dairy exporting regions, as well as dozens of importing countries. This provides you with critical insights into the important drivers behind dairy prices. 

Simplify – Data overload is a real problem in today’s market analysis. While we track millions of data points, we distill of this information down to indicators, commentary and 

forecasts that are clear and easy to understand. 

Succeed – The more you understand the underlying drivers in the market, the easier it becomes to make better, more informed decisions.  

You can sign-up for a free trial of our market intelligence service here: https://www.stonex.com/Commodities/Dairy/Capabilities/dairy-market-intelligence-packages/ 

This material should be construed as market commentary, merely observing economic, political and/or market conditions, and not intended to refer to any particular trad-

ing strategy, promotional element or quality of service provided by StoneX Group Inc. or its subsidiaries.  

 

StoneX Group  Inc. provides financial services worldwide through its subsidiaries in accordance with applicable law in the jurisdictions where services are provided. INTL 

FCStone Markets, LLC (“IFM”) is a member of the National Futures Association (“NFA”) and provisionally registered with the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission 

(“CFTC”) as a swap dealer. All references to over-the counter (“OTC”) products or swaps are made solely on behalf of IFM. IFM’s products are designed only for individuals or 

firms who qualify under CFTC rules as an ‘Eligible Contract Participant’ (“ECP”) and who have been accepted as customers of IFM. Any recipient of this material who wishes to 

express an interest in trading with IFM must first prequalify as an ECP, independently determine that derivatives are suitable for them and be accepted as a customer of IFM. 

INTL FCStone Financial Inc. (“IFCF”) is a member of the NFA and registered with the CFTC as a Futures Commission Merchant (“FCM”) and Commodity Trading Advisor (“CTA”). 

References to exchange-traded futures and options are made on behalf of the FCM Division of IFCF., and INTL FCStone Ltd. (“IFL”), registered in England and Wales, Company 

No. 5616586, authorized and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. In Ireland, the activities of IFL are subject to supervision of conduct of business rules by the Central 

Bank of Ire-land.  

 

The trading of derivatives such as futures, options, and OTC products or “swaps” may not be suitable for all investors. Derivatives trading involves substantial risk of loss, and 

you should fully understand those risks prior to trading. Information presented has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed as to accuracy. 

Any examples given are strictly hypothetical and no representation is being made that any person will or is likely to achieve results similar to those examples. Neither this in-

formation, nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation to buy or sell futures or options or futures contracts or OTC products nor does it constitute an offer of profes-

sional investment or financial advice. 

© 2020 StoneX Group Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Market Update: December 1st, 2020 
 

 

  

 

Rema Foods is a leading global food importer and supplier focused on providing unique specialty items as 

well as broader commodity-based products. Privately held and family owned, Rema Foods, founded in 

1964, has been a leading supplier to some of the largest restaurant, foodservice, retail and manufacturing 

companies throughout the United States and around the world. 

   
 

Visit Our Website  
 

 
 
   



 

Tuna 
 

 

 

Between slowing pandemic pantry loading and the end of the FAD ban period, 

expectations in the market were for an easing in raw material costs by a hundred dollars 

a ton. That easing never materialized. Skipjack appears to have bottomed out at $1280-

1350/ton, and current raw material is trending upward. Latest reports are at $1400/ton 

and firming. Yellowfin is trending upward as well, tracking skipjack. Tongol and Albacore 

are relatively steady. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

Pineapples 
 

 

Pineapple shortages have brought havoc to the pineapple market. Demand meanwhile 

remains strong, especially for supermarket can sizes and individual fruit cups for both 

retail and foodservice markets. Total 2020 Thai crop is expected to finalize at less than 

half the volume of just two years ago.  Over the past year from Thailand, exports 

January to August 2020 are running 35% behind the same period 2019.  September 

through December is expected to show an even bigger decline in shipments after 

several large plants closed for extended periods in the fall – pitting a crush against 

holiday demand. Raw material is running 9 baht/kg, up from 3-4 baht/kg when pineapple 

is plentiful. 

Indonesia is more vertically integrated than Thailand, so in better shape as they don’t 

rely heavily on contract farmers. Still quantities there are nowhere near enough to make 

a dent in the overall shortfall. 

Philippines is also in poor condition, as national branded demand is overwhelming 

private label capacity. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mandarin Oranges 
 

 

 

As the crop begins, conditions appear good for mandarins this year. Overall demand 

has been strong in supermarkets as consumers pantry load, but weak in foodservice 

where mandarins are often used by school systems. Pricing will be announced soon but 

all expectations are for a lower final price as compared to last year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Green and Ripe Olives 
 

 

 

A few months ago, the 2020 Spanish olive crop was forecasted to yield approximately 

546,000 tons, higher than last year’s crop of 458,000 tons. However, in September the 

2020 forecast was reduced to 521,000. Then in October, it was reduced further to 

490,000. The culprit has been high temperatures and lack of rain during the crucial 

harvest months. What started out as a year close to the 2016/2019 average (551,000) is 

turning out to be a year 60,000 tons below average.  Combined with lower availability of 

workers due to the implementation of travel and social distancing measures to combat 

COVID-19, Spain is suffering.  Estimates by olive varieties are as follows:  
SPANISH HARVEST DETAILS:  

 
At this moment, both the ripe antidumping duties and the 25% airbus EU tariffs continue 

to restrain shipments of ripe and green olives respectively from Spain to the US. As 

discussed in the Tariff section of this report, a breakthrough could potentially occur in 

2021 on the 25% tariff on green olives. 

In Morocco, current crop conditions remain similar to last year, but Covid outbreaks 

appear to be affecting the industry more so than in Spain. Remaining exporters 

including Portugal, Turkey and Egypt continue in their attempts to cover the shortfalls. 

 



 

Olive Oil 
 

 

 

Spain is estimating the new olive oil crop at 1.65 million tons with carryover of 491,000 

tons. Last year’s crop came in at 1.1 million tons but carryover was higher at 706,000 

tons. Spain represents close to 50% of total world production. Tunisia is reporting about 

160,000 tons which is average but quite short of last year’s bumper crop of 300,000 

tons. Turkey is reporting 180,000 to 200,000 tons, lower than last year’s 225,000 tons. 

Overall, there is no shortage of oil however the weak dollar vs euro rate is exerting 

some upward price pressure. 

 

 

Artichoke 
 

 

 

Peru’s crop this year is normal. 

Spain’s winter crop will start in 

about a week and is also expected 

to be normal barring any adverse 

weather. Spanish pricing is up 

slightly due to the unfavorable 

euro-dollar exchange rate and 

COVID-19. 

 



 

 

Mushrooms 
 

 

 

Several factors are firming the mushroom market.  Significant increase in pandemic 

demand has pushed raw material prices up. In Holland, the industry has seen higher 

production costs due to newly passed laws that affected taxes on gas, electricity and 

waste disposal as well as added costs due to additional safety measures for COVID-

19.  In France, a major coop producing mushrooms filed for bankruptcy earlier this 

month causing a reduction in supply.   In Poland, the supply situation is normal, 

however, factory output is down due to government-imposed reduction in production to 

observe social distancing in the factory.  There has been a general increase in tin cost 

and the euro-dollar exchange rate is pushing up pricing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Rice 
 

 

 

Overall rice pandemic demand is strong.  For Jasmine rice, Northeastern Thai Hom Mali 

region had excellent weather over the summer. The rain during the monsoon season 

was plentiful but did not cause flooding or any crop damage.  Overall Thai rice 

production is projected at 21 million tons, a 17% increase over last year. 9.1 million tons 

of Thai Hom Mali jasmine is expected for this year versus 7.7 million tons last year. 

Vietnam’s exports to the United States are expected to decline during 2021 because of 

tropical storm and cyclone induced flooding. For Basmati rice, production is projected at 

8 million tons vs 7.5 million tons last year.  Indian crop size is expected to be good, but 

pandemic demand remains very strong.  Additionally, Iran lifted its ban on Indian imports 

resulting in the basmati market jumping 10-12% in the last 20-25 days. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Spices 
 

 

 

Pricing for cinnamon, the 2nd most popular spice in the US after black pepper, is 

expected to remain firm throughout 2021. Increased demand brought about by home 

cooking and baking during lockdowns have practically emptied supermarket shelves. 

Indonesia, which accounts for about 40% of global raw material, has seen prices go up 

about 25% since March.  

 

 

Baby Corn 
 

 

 

Market pricing is up due to the 

loss several months ago of GSP 

duty free treatment on imports of 

baby corn from Thailand, the 

world’s dominant production 

source. 

 

 



 

California Raisins 
 

 

 

Last year’s large 2019 crop at 245,000 tons saw a significant drop in market price 

levels.  The 2020 crop was originally projected to reach 220,000 tons, but subsequent 

poor yields and a bad fire season pushed total crop projections down to only 190,000 

tons.  While raw material costs have increased from $1200/ton to $1400/ton, levels 

today are still quite attractive compared to just a few years ago. 

 

 

Peaches, Pears & Fruit Cocktail 
 

 

 

While still subject to 25% China 

tariffs, overall market is relatively 

stable on imported deciduous 

fruits. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tomatoes 
 

 

 

Italian tomato pricing is very firm for the 2020 season. Early in the year, before the start 

of the pandemic peak and the sharp surge in demand for tomato products, Northern 

negotiated 87 euro/ton for this season’s raw material. In the South, tomato growers and 

processors negotiated after the pandemic peak to a level of 105 euro/ton. The disparity 

shows how much the market has firmed during 2020.  Furthermore, tomato production 

was distorted by weather and the diminished capacity of industries to absorb raw 

material given the reduced number of companies active in the territory. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pasta 
 

 

 

  

On Sept. 9, 2019 Commerce initiated an 

administrative review of the antidumping duty 

order on certain pasta from Italy covering the 

following companies: Aldino, Divella, 

Ghigi/Zara, Indalco, La Molisana, Liguori 

Pastificio, Newlat, Berruto, Pasta Lensi, Di 

Martino Gaetano, Rey, Rummo, San Remo, 

Tesa, and Valdigrano.  On Dec. 20, 2019, 

Commerce rescinded the review of Pasta 

Lensi, Indalco, and Aldino.  Now, Commerce 

has preliminarily determined Ghigi, Pasta 

Zara and La Molisana sold certain pasta from 

Italy at less than normal value during the 

period of review July 1, 2018 through June 

30, 2019.  Pasta Berruto had no shipments of 

subject merchandise during the period. 

 

 

 

Hand Sanitizer 
 

 

 

Our Gilway Hand Sanitizers is FDA Approved, high-

quality gel type, has a nice fragrance, 72% alcohol, 

and manufactured in the USA. It is available for 

purchase in gallon jugs, both with and without 

pumps. 

 

 

 
 



 

Ocean Freight 
 

 

 

 

Increasing truck and ocean freight rates are impacting food prices across the 

USA.  While most in the US are familiar with the truck shortages and rising domestic 

freight rates, acute container shortages are also agitating global supply chains. 

Steamship lines are reporting record profits in 2020 even as they’ve taken ships out of 

service. Some are showing profits up as much as 400% during this pandemic year. 

Container surcharges are piling in as global supply chains shudder from an 

extraordinary shortage of available containers. The bottleneck issues currently seen in 

many regions will take time to resolve with analysts predicting the issue would remain 

until at least Chinese New Year in February. In the meantime, the Federal Maritime 

Commission intends to probe shipping lines that agricultural exporters say are holding 

back containers needed to reach foreign markets. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Currency 
 

 

 

The pandemic and the US election have created dramatic swings in currency rates.  The 

dollar has fallen against the euro to the 1.18-1.20 level, a change of 9% from this time a 

year ago.  After the election, the offshore yuan rallied to 6.5573 to the dollar, levels of 

weakness in the dollar vs the Chinese yuan not seen since June 2018. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Market Spotlight: Cooking Wine 
 

 

 

When looking to add depth and complex layers of flavor in a dish there is no better 

alternative than Cooking Wines. Not only is it affordable in comparison to finer wines, it 

is also a great substitute to cook with instead of oils. There are various types of cooking 

wines readily available in the market with different uses.  The most popular are the dry 

reds and whites used mainly to add an element of acidity to cream based dishes; dry 

nutty wines best compliment seafood; sweet nutty wines are perfect for desserts; and 

rice wine is used for Asian inspired dishes. Get ready for some of your favorite recipes 

this festive season by adding this versatile ingredient to dishes such as Pumpkin 

Risotto, Cheese Fondue, Beef Roast with Red Wine Gravy, Chicken Marsala, Burgundy 

Pork Tenderloins, Kung Pao Chicken and Red Wine Poached Pears.  In keeping with 

our mission of providing the most authentic ingredients and products possible, our Red 

and White Cooking Wines are a Product of Italy. Now available in foodservice and retail 

sizes. 

 

Visit Our Website  
 

 

 

 

https://foodimportgroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74dde9e171caf32df54dc761e&id=cf22ff4477&e=b1e3be172b


F21-Period 04 USDA Daily Market Quote - MPR Weighted Average

W/O 11/30/20 30-Nov 1-Dec 2-Dec 3-Dec 4-Dec Wk Ave.  Diff LW Last Year Diff to LY

Hog Slaughter 497 493 990 Total 2,350 -57.87%

National Base Hog Price 56.67$     56.67$     56.67$     Average $42.46 33.46%

Carcass Cutout 80.09$     77.08$     78.59$     Average $82.03 -4.19%

20/23 Hams 67.95 71.68 69.82 1.74 89.46 (19.65)
23/27 Hams 66.65 68.40 67.53 2.71 83.29 (15.77)
3 Muscle Bnls Ham 215.94 208.69 212.32 2.37 172.98 39.34
1/4" Trim Bone In Loin 81.51 79.84 80.68 1.50 84.43 (3.76)
Bnls CC Loin Strap Off 139.82 137.63 138.73 (0.04) 144.41 (5.69)
Tenderloins 184.73 172.13 178.43 (4.36) 175.64 2.79
9/13 DeRind Bellies 127.07 131.67 129.37 8.59 127.48 1.89
13/17 DeRind Bellies 121.70 117.88 119.79 5.63 125.06 (5.27)
Bnls Picnics, 72% 89.15 88.04 88.60 (1.34) 92.30 (3.70)
Pork Trimmings 42% 25.14 24.49 24.82 (0.86) 25.48 (0.66)
Pork Trimmings 72% 79.97 82.18 81.08 3.89 77.26 3.82
Beef Trimmings 50% 41.27 44.63 42.95 3.47 77.50 (34.55)
Beef Trimmings 85% 170.98 172.25 171.62 2.79 214.65 (43.04)

W/O 12/07/20 7-Dec 8-Dec 9-Dec 10-Dec 11-Dec Wk Ave. Diff LW Last Year Diff to LY

Hog Slaughter 0 Total 2,799 -100.00%

National Base Hog Price Average $45.43 #VALUE!

Carcass Cutout Average $81.58 #VALUE!

20/23 Hams #VALUE! 88.42 #VALUE!
23/27 Hams #VALUE! 87.21 #VALUE!
3 Muscle Bnls Ham #VALUE! 173.01 #VALUE!
1/4" Trim Bone In Loin #VALUE! 84.07 #VALUE!
Bnls CC Loin Strap Off #VALUE! 141.48 #VALUE!
Tenderloins #VALUE! 175.49 #VALUE!
9/13 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 127.09 #VALUE!
13/17 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 117.83 #VALUE!
Bnls Picnics, 72% #VALUE! 93.66 #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 42% #VALUE! 27.08 #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 72% #VALUE! 77.38 #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 50% #VALUE! 74.17 #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 85% #VALUE! 215.32 #VALUE!

W/O 12/14/20 14-Dec 15-Dec 16-Dec 17-Dec 18-Dec Wk Ave. Diff LW Last Year Diff to LY

Hog Slaughter 0 Total 2,775 -100.00%

National Base Hog Price Average $47.68 #VALUE!

Carcass Cutout Average $82.37 #VALUE!

20/23 Hams #VALUE! 90.62 #VALUE!
23/27 Hams #VALUE! 90.58 #VALUE!
3 Muscle Bnls Ham #VALUE! 175.43 #VALUE!
1/4" Trim Bone In Loin #VALUE! 85.42 #VALUE!
Bnls CC Loin Strap Off #VALUE! 141.48 #VALUE!
Tenderloins #VALUE! 165.04 #VALUE!
9/13 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 125.83 #VALUE!
13/17 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 120.26 #VALUE!
Bnls Picnics, 72% #VALUE! 97.20 #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 42% #VALUE! 25.68 #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 72% #VALUE! 71.50 #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 50% #VALUE! 67.20 #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 85% #VALUE! 214.69 #VALUE!

W/O 12/21/20 21-Dec 22-Dec 23-Dec 24-Dec 25-Dec Wk Ave. Diff LW Last Year Diff to LY Period
Hog Slaughter 0 Total 2,810 -100.00%

National Base Hog Price Average $47.96 #VALUE!

Carcass Cutout Average $77.78 #VALUE!

20/23 Hams #VALUE! 79.32 #VALUE! #VALUE!
23/27 Hams #VALUE! 75.81 #VALUE! #VALUE!
3 Muscle Bnls Ham #VALUE! 173.45 #VALUE! #VALUE!
1/4" Trim Bone In Loin #VALUE! 87.90 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Bnls CC Loin Strap Off #VALUE! 136.73 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Tenderloins #VALUE! 168.78 #VALUE! #VALUE!
9/13 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 118.37 #VALUE! #VALUE!
13/17 DeRind Bellies #VALUE! 113.04 #VALUE! #VALUE!



Bnls Picnics, 72% #VALUE! 94.90 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 42% #VALUE! 22.59 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Pork Trimmings 72% #VALUE! 54.78 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 50% #VALUE! 53.91 #VALUE! #VALUE!
Beef Trimmings 85% #VALUE! 213.31 #VALUE! #VALUE!
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